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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-15,22-25 are pending in tliis application. Claims 16-21,26-34 have been 
cancelled. This is a response to the RCE filed on 10/15/08. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-15,22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent 6,490,627 issued to Kaira et al.(Kalra) in view of US Patent 5,928,330 
issued to Goetz et al.(Goetz) in further view of US Publication 2004/0070786 issued to 
Molteno. 

As per claims 1,10, 22, Karia teaches a interactive communications session 
organizer comprising: an interface configured to communicatively couple with a plurality 
of participants during an interactive media communications session(Abstract); and to 
organize the scalable media data into a plurality of subparts(Fig.2A, col.5, lines 4- 
23);wherein at least two of the participants support different levels of scalability for the 
media data(Abstract, col. 2, lines 8-13, 28-44); to communicate the subparts at the 
retrieved levels of scalability to respective ones of the participants(col.2, lines 28-44). 

KarIa however does not explicitly teach processing circuitry coupled with the 
interface and configured to arrange scalable media data into data structures formatted 
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in accordance with a content independent indexable data structure format including one 
or more fields indicating a level of scalability; to organize the arranged scalable media 
data in a bit stream in which a plurality of levels of scalability of the scalable media data 
coexist; to retrieve from the bit stream using the format of the content independent 
indexable data structures respective ones of the requested subparts at levels of 
scalability corresponding to receiving attributes of the respective participants; to receive 
a plurality of data requests from a plurality of participants requesting different ones of 
the subparts during user interaction with the media data. 

Goetz teaches processing circuitry coupled with the interface and configured to 
arrange scalable media data into data structures formatted in accordance with a content 
independent indexable data structure format including one or more fields indicating a 
level of scalability(col.4, lines 56-col.5, lines 25, col.7, lines 40-45); to organize the 
arranged scalable media data in a bit stream in which a plurality of levels of scalability of 
the scalable media data coexist(col.4, lines 56-col.5, lines 25, col.7, lines 40-45); to 
retrieve from the bit stream using the format of the content independent indexable data 
structures respective ones of the requested subparts at levels of scalability 
corresponding to receiving attributes of the respective participants(col.4, lines 56-col.5, 
lines 25, col.7, lines 40-45). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the teachings of Kaira to include processing circuitry coupled 
with the interface and configured to arrange scalable media data into data structures 
formatted in accordance with a content independent indexable data structure format 
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including one or more fields indicating a level of scalability; to organize the arranged 
scalable media data in a bit stream in which a plurality of levels of scalability of the 
scalable media data coexist; to retrieve from the bit stream using the format of the 
content independent indexable data structures respective ones of the requested 
subparts at levels of scalability corresponding to receiving attributes of the respective 
participants as taught by Goetz in order to easily manage and control of multimedia 
having various media streams with a specific type, subtype, and encoding rate(Goetz, 
col. 2, lines 56-67). 

One ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine the teachings 
of Kaira and Goetz in order to easily manage and control of multimedia having various 
media streams with a specific type, subtype, and encoding rate(Goetz, col.2, lines 56- 
67). 

KaIra in view of Goetz however does not explicitly teach to receive a plurality of 
data requests from a plurality of participants requesting different ones of the subparts 
during user interaction with the media data. 

Molteno teaches providing a plurality of data requests from a plurality of 
participants requesting different ones of the subparts during user interaction with the 
media data(Abstract, para. 001 3). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the teachings of KaIra in view of Goetz to include providing 
media during user interaction with media as taught by Molteno in order to improve 
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performance of communication of media based the preferences of the users or 
communication linl<(Molteno, para.006). 

One ordinary sl^ill in the art would have been motivated to combine the teachings 
of Kaira, Goetz and Molteno in order to improve performance of communication of 
media based the preferences of the users or communication link(IVIolteno, para.006). 

As per claim 2, the method of claim 1 further comprising accessing random 
subparts corresponding to the data requests, and wherein the scaling comprising 
scaling the accessed subparts(Molteno, para.0013). Motivation to combine set forth in 
claim 1. 

As per claim 3, the method of claim 1 wherein the receiving attributes relate to 
unique parameters of the participants with respect to at least one communications 
bandwidth, display resolution, and processing capacity(Kalra, Abstract, Molteno, 
para.0006). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 

As per claim 4, the method of claim 1 further comprising performing transcoding 
operations without decoding the media data(Goetz, col.4, lines 56-col.5, lines 25, col.7, 
lines 40-45). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 

As per claim 5, 12,24, wherein the initial one of the subparts 
corresponds to an initial visual image to be depicted by the participants, and the 
forwarding of the initial one of the subparts comprises forwarding a plurality of data 
streams of different amounts of data corresponding to the receiving attributes of the 
respective participants(Kalra, Abstract, Fig.16A2-A3, col.2, lines 28-43, Molteno, para. 
0006,0015). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 
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As per claim 6, tlie method of claim 5 further comprising depicting the initial 
visual image at a plurality of different resolutions using the participants and responsive 
to the data streams comprising different amounts of data(Kalra, Abstract, Fig.16A2-A3, 
col.2, lines 28-43, Molteno, para. 0006,0015). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 

As per claims 7,13 further comprising depicting visual images 
of the media data using the participants, wherein the initial one of the subparts 
comprises an initial visual image, and the data requests correspond to interactive 
commands generated by the participants requesting additional views of the initial visual 
image(Molteno, para.0006, 0013,0015). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1. 

As per claims 8,14,25, the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
performing transcoding operation without knowledge of the data content(Goetz, col.4, 
lines 56-COI.5, lines 25, col.7, lines 40-45). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 

As per claims 9, the method of claim 1 further comprising performing transcoding 
operations without decrypting the media data(Goetz, col.4, lines 56-col.5, lines 25, col.7, 
lines 40-45). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 

As per claim 1 1 , the organizer of claim 10 further comprising storage circuitry 
configured to store the scalable media data(Kalra, Fig.2B, col.2, lines 27-44). Motivation 
to combine set forth in claim 1 . 

As per claim 15, the organizer of claim 10 wherein the processing circuitry is 
configured to receive the receiving attributes from the participants, and further 
comprising storage circuitry configured to store the receiving attributes(Kalra, Abstract). 
Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 
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As per claim 23, tlie article of claim 22 wherein the programming is configured to 
cause processing circuitry to communicate an initial one of the subparts corresponding 
to an initial visual image to be depicted by the participants, and the data requests are 
received in the organizer responsive to the communication of the initial subpart(Molteno, 
para.0013-0015). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 

Response to Arguments 

The Office withdraws the claim objection since the applicant amended the claims. 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/15/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues in substance, that Kaira in view of Goetz in further view of 
Molteno does not explicitly teach, "interface and configured to arrange scalable media 
data into data structures formatted in accordance with a content independent indexable 
data structure format including one or more fields Indicating a level of scalability; to 
organize the arranged scalable media data in a bit stream in which a plurality of levels 
of scalability of the scalable media data coexist; to retrieve from the bit stream using 
the format of the content independent indexable data structures respective ones of the 
requested subparts at levels of scalability corresponding to receiving attributes of the 
respective participants", in particular that Goetz does not teach "a content 
independent indexable data structure format". 

In reply; Goetz, Abstract, col. 9, lines 43-53, col.1 1 , lines 48-67, col. 13, lines 1- 
67, teaches a system where data can be encoded to a predetermined format such as 
H.263 for video and G.723 for audio. The system of Goetz, also takes into 
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consideration, statistics collected on the network such as, bit rate throughput; network 
jitter; round-trip when encoding data, e.g. encoding the data for a target transfer rate of 
28.8 kb/s or encoded for a target transfer rate of 14.4 kb/s. Therefore Goetz teaches, "a 
content independent indexable data structure format", since network statistics is used 
for encoding data, it is independent of the content and dependant on the network. 
Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in its entirety as potentially teaching of all or 
part of the claimed invention. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Backhean Tiv whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5654. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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